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JUNE 8 
PCS Spirit Day &  

Talent Show  
PCS will host our first-ever  

virtual Field Day, then 
celebrate their peers with an 

all-school Talent Show

8
JUNE 9 & JUNE 10 

8th Grade 
Documentaries            

Join us as we view our 8th 
graders’ traditional year-

long media projects 
describing their time at 

Park Century

9/10

JUNE 11 
“Goodbye for Now" 

Chromebook Drop-Off                    
Students will drop off their 

equipment and have a 
special “goodbye for now” 
with their teachers during 
this drive-through event

11
JUNE 12 

Graduation                        
PCS celebrates our 8th 

grade class with a drive-
through graduation 

diploma reception and 
socially-distanced congrats 

from faculty & staff

12

Park Century takes a collective “screen break” from online learning as we head into summer ! 
In this latest edition of The Panther Paw, Park Century’s biannual newsletter, we’re excited to share highlights from an 
unusual spring semester. Despite the transition from in-person learning due to the coronavirus pandemic, our Park 
Century Panthers still found ways to share their uncommonly bright lights while staying safe at home. Community 
members made it a priority to stay connected, spreading love and support as we ventured into the new territory of 
online learning. We hope this newsletter finds you healthy and lifts your spirits just as the community celebrated 
within these pages has lifted ours!

PCS Panthers Ace Remote Learning
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Dear PCS Community,
When we opened our doors in the fall, we never imagined 
an end to our school year that would separate us from our 
beloved building and, even worse, from each other. Though 
we knew we were not alone in facing an indeterminate 
amount of time away from our students as social distancing 
became a new global reality, we still felt worried and a bit 
helpless to predict the future of our school, our city, our 
country, and our world. 

Now, as we look back on the whirlwind that has been the 
spring months, we see nothing but shining examples of 
what we already knew - when faced with a challenge, even 
one as large as a global pandemic, the Park Century faculty, staff, students, parents, and trustees show up for each 
other, support each other, and come through for each other when we all need it most. 

Our amazing staff worked together through countless Zoom conferences (often while struggling to separate roles 
of “teacher” and “parent”in their own lives) to create a remote learning program designed specifically for our 
uncommonly bright learners within weeks. Once we unveiled the new program, we invited collaboration from 
parents, incorporating feedback and modifying individual programs to find what worked best for each child. We 
were able to make this transition so smoothly partly because we are a school that does just that - adapts and 
forges a new path when the old way doesn’t cut it - but mostly because, once again, our people have proven to be 
our most valuable resource. Our entire community has had a hand in what we’ve built over these past few months. 

Moved by that spirit of community support, we’ve created a Covid-19 Community Relief Fund. If you are able, we 
hope you consider making a donation to this fund, which will help provide emergency tuition assistance for 
families struggling to pay tuition, support upgrades of technology needed to enhance our remote program, and 

fund additional professional development allowing our 
educators to stay at the forefront of virtual instruction. 

As we’ve navigated this new existence, we found that when 
we felt most down, someone in our PCS family always found 
a way to lift us up - whether it was a student sharing a how-
to baking video he made, photos of a gigantic #spreadhope 
rainbow chalked in a family’s driveway, a delightful dose of 
levity from our PA Co-Presidents’ emails, or the grace and 
flexibility of our 8th graders, who, despite an unfair end to 
their years of hard work and the disappointment of missing 
out on their usual graduation ceremony, inspired us with 
their optimism and reminded us of what we have already 
overcome together by forging new paths for their journeys 
ahead.  

 Stay safe, 
       Judith Fuller, Head of School  
Jennifer Palmer, Chief Operating Officer 

PCS Covid-19 Relief 
We have begun fundraising to assist our community, 
impacted in a variety of ways by the Covid-19 crisis. 
With your assistance, these funds will help alleviate 
some of the financial strain by providing emergency 
tuition assistance for some of our families who are 
struggling, supporting upgrades of technology to 

enhance remote learning, funding additional training 
and professional development that allows our 

educators to stay at the forefront of virtual instruction, 
and giving us the ability to respond efficiently and 

effectively to broader needs as they arise. 

To contribute to Park Century’s Covid-19 
Relief Fund, please visit our website:  

www.parkcenturyschool.org/
covid-19-relief
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Virtual Art Electives 
PCS emphasized the importance of creative time while 
staying safe at home, offering virtual classes in library, art, 
music, and drama! Art students received photography 
prompts like “a dog’s eye view” as a lesson in perspective, 
our librarian held live story readings of children’s books, 
our Zoom drama classes helped students maintain social 

interactions while using movement and 
enjoying inventive theater exercises, and 
our music instructor created a collaborative 
socially distant video project set to Louis 
Armstrong’s What a Wonderful World of 
our students answering the question “What 
does a wonderful world mean to me?” 

Panther Packs Go Remote 
To help keep our PCS family stay 
connected, students completed 
community-wide Panther Pack activities, 
including drawing #spreadhope rainbows 
to hang in their windows, writing “thank 

you” letters to essential and frontline workers, 
and completing an “acts of kindness” Bingo 
game during interactions with their family 
members.

Park Century Pivots to Remote Learning:  
A Community Collaboration 

We attribute the success of our transition to many factors: our existing 
educational philosophy of tailored programs designed for each 
individual student, proactive and constant communication between 
faculty, administration, and parents, the resilience of our students, the 
expertise of our faculty and staff, who are no strangers to modifying 
curriculum or making big changes in a moment’s notice, and the 
readiness to reevaluate and admit when something is just not working. 

To help support our transition into virtual classrooms, Park Century 
hired a full time Remote Learning Specialist to train our teachers in 
online education strategies and 
programs like Google Classroom. 
When remote learning went into 
effect, each parent received an 
individual daily schedule for their child 
with clickable links for easy navigation 
and an organizational structure that 
mirrored their former school days. Just 
as when they arrived on campus, 
students began their days at 8:30 
gathered together in a homeroom 
Zoom meeting! 

Remote learning schedules also 
included classroom group lessons in social 
studies and writing, one-on-one and small 
group Zoom classes with reading and 
math specialists, guided practice with 
teachers available online and ready to 
assist, and daily Zoom PE blocks that 
prompted physical activity. Upper School 
students also continued their science 
classes and weekly advisory meet-ups. 
Working remotely, our 8th graders finished 
their impressive and beautiful culminating 
media projects - documentaries about 
their time at Park Century - which we will 
share virtually during a community-wide screening!

Remote PE 
To encourage continued physical activity while 
staying at home, students met for daily 20-
minute Zoom PE classes from Monday-
Thursday, giving them the opportunity to 
connect with their peers and a brief warm up 
for their recommended hour of movement. On 
Open Play Fridays, students enjoyed PE screen 
breaks - instead of taking a formal Zoom PE 

class, they sent in pics of themselves doing their favorite 
activities!

While parents and students in schools across the country encounter frustrations with 
online learning, Park Century parents have expressed their appreciation for our 
school’s quick response and attention to detail when adapting our program to an 
online model. Of course, our parents have run into their fair share of issues in their 
new roles as “education enforcers,” but a recent survey revealed the majority of 
parents have confidence that our school will continue to offer a fulfilling educational 
program and that their children have adapted well to our online educational 
program. 



 

PCS Has a New Look! 
While Park Century students, parents, 
staff, and trustees from past and 
present are very familiar with what 
makes us the only school of our kind, 
one of our goals for 2020 and 
beyond has been a commitment to 
building awareness of who we are 
within the greater Los Angeles 
community. As part of this initiative, 
we refreshed our logo and revamped 
our website this spring to better tell 
the story of where we come from, 
what we do, and our united vision for 
our future. The project of revisiting who we are and building our new website has demonstrated amazing involvement 
and support. Our website committee, made up of trustees Bess Fiedler, Leslie Goodman, and Guy Primus, consultant Liz 
Healy Kay, and our Director of Communications, Leah Kayajanian, have worked since the start of the school year to make 
this idea a reality. Through parent and faculty focus groups, meetings with students from all grades, and insightful 
feedback from constituents throughout the entire process, our new site is truly a collaboration in every sense of the 
word.  We would like to thank all the parents, trustees, and staff who have helped us see this project to fruition.
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Panther Pack Walk-a-thon for WIRES Wildlife Foundation 
In January, Park Century students held a Panther Pack Walk-a-thon at our 
neighborhood park, raising money for the WIRES Wildlife Rescue in Australia after last 
year’s devastating wildfires ravaged the area. Thank you to all the friends and family 
members who pledged to help support our Panthers on this endeavor. Our students 
walked for over an hour with determination to complete as many laps as possible, and 
we’re so proud to announce that our efforts brought in more than $12,000 for WIRES!

PCS D&D Club Takes Their Game Virtual! 
For the adventurers in our Dungeons and Dragons club, prevailing over a global pandemic is 
all in a day's work. The adventure continues online for our 7th and 8th grade crew of elves, 
dwarves, and halflings who have been gathering all year to overcome adversity through 
creative problem solving, dedicated teamwork, and dynamic character building. Started by 
one of our 7th grade students, the D&D club meets weekly to adventure through a story 
written by Dungeon Master and Associate Teacher, Michael Wiltshire. Along the way, seven 
PCS students have worked together in a fun, improvised practice in facing life's challenges 
with cooperation and courage.

Happening at Park Century:



 
Con-GRAD-ulations to our 8th Grade Class!
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This year’s graduating class has had a much different spring semester than anyone could have 
imagined! They have completed the first-ever period of remote learning in our history, taken field 

trips through the internet, and learned to collaborate through a computer screen. They have excelled 
wildly with the resilience and grit we have come to expect from them, and we are so proud to 

congratulate them on their graduation from Park Century School. 

Special Distance Deliveries 
PCS administrators had the pleasure of making occasional deliveries to our 8th graders- while keeping a safe distance of course! Our 8th 
graders received their Class of 2020 sweatshirts from some familiar faces, and a few weeks later were visited again with deliveries of 
signs for their front yard, commemorating their coming graduation. Even from a safe social distance and with gloves and masks, it was 
wonderful to see our students and remind them that though we may be far apart, we are all still in this together!

To Our Graduating Seniors… 
You may be leaving Park Century, but that does not mean that you are 

leaving our community- when you graduate from Park Century, you become 
one of our PCS Alumni. 

Our Alumni can be recognized by the strong sense of self-advocacy, 
resilience, kindness, and responsibility  that you have learned during your 
time here on campus. We send you best wishes for your high school year 

ahead and we want you to keep in touch! We can’t wait to see how each one 
of you will go on to make the world a more uncommonly bright place!  

We also wanted to share some advice for you,  from last year’s 
graduating class of 2019: 

“Stay in touch with your favorite PCS friends and teachers, and for 9th grade- 
get organized!” 

-Eliza B. 

“Ask lots of questions, and don’t be afraid to advocate for yourself!” 
-Sadie K. 

“You have made it this far, now it is up to you! It might be hard to transition at 
first, but a couple months go by and you learn to see that everything will be 

okay. I was an absolutely wreck on my first day of high school, so if you have a 
breakdown it’s totally normal! Do not be afraid of going up to people on your 

first day, because everyone is just as nervous as you.  
P.S. If you take a foreign language, they can tell when you use Google translate! 

-Anonymous Alum

PCS High School 
Matriculation 

We will soon be celebrating our 
graduating class with a special drive-
through diploma ceremony,  and 
while we are sad they will be leaving 
us, we are so proud of where they are 
heading. We want to share with our 
community the many wonderful 
schools that our 8th grade students 
were accepted to this year- including 
independent day schools, boarding 
schools, and public school programs: 

Besant Hill School, de Toledo High 
School, New Roads High School, 
Woodlyne School (Philadelphia), 
Westmark School, Tree Academy,  

Milken Community Schools, Shalhevet 
High School, Pacifica Christian High 
School,  The Archer School for Girls, 

Santa Monica High School, Notre 
Dame, St. Monica Catholic High School
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COMMUNITY NOTES 
Our Park Century community members make us proud every day- here’s what some of them have 

been up to lately!  
Interested in being featured in the next edition of Community Notes or know someone who should be? Send an email to 

alumninews@parkcenturyschool.org and tell us about your accomplishments, successes, or anything else you want to share. 
We can’t wait to hear from you!

Sadie Kemmerer,  
Class of ’19 

Earlier this Spring, PCS got  
a special visit from class of  
2019 alumna Sadie Kemmerer,  
much to the joy of many of our 
current students, who gave her 
a very warm welcome!  
Sadie is currently finishing up her  
first year at Pacifica and reports that it  
was a good one! After a great season on  
the girls volleyball team, Sadie recently  
received a special coaches award and is 
looking forward to playing again next 
season. Come back and visit us again soon, 
Sadie!

Kaitlyn Shavelle,  
Class of ’16 

Kaitlyn just wrapped up her 
senior year at Marlborough 
School, having received her 
diploma via drive through 
(just like this year’s PCS 
grads will be doing soon!). 
After achieving an award for 
most outstanding student in AP 
Art History, Kaitlyn is now 
preparing to major in both astrophysics            
and art history at Columbia University in the fall.  
Kaitlyn’s senior year was packed full of successes, both 
academic and in ballet. She joined an astronomy research 
group at USC, where she joined undergrad and graduate 
students in researching helioseismology and mapping and 
tracking the movement of sunspots, and also enrolled in 
Marlborough’s esteemed Honors Research program- a year-
long independent research program in which she studied 
galaxy clusters under the mentorship of a professor at 
Claremont University. In the fall and winter, Kaitlyn danced 
ballet in Marat Daukayev’s Nutcracker, playing the role of 
the Snow Queen and other featured roles. Kaitlyn reports 
that she is excited to attend college in the fall and nervous 
about adjusting to new curriculum, but she knows she has 
done it before and is confident in her ability to do it again! 
She plans to join the ballet clubs on campus and can’t wait 
to explore New York and visit the many museums, shows 
and restaurants the city has to offer.  

Her piece of advice for this year’s graduating class?  
“Though it’s kind of cheesy, my advice for the Park 

Century class of 2020 is to always reach for the stars. 
Throughout high school, I let others tell me what I could 

do. I trusted academics advisors that often 
underestimated my abilities. I listened to people who 

told me to play it safe or to take easier classes. As I grew, 
I began to understand that it is better to push yourself 

and fail, than to never try at all. […] So follow the saying 
‘Shoot for the moon, and even if you miss you’ll end up 

in the stars!’ ”

Zoe Rottman (pictured R) and  
Montana Kashfian (pictured L),   
Class of ’16       

In February, Park Century was visited  
by two additional alumni from the class  
of 2016, Zoe Rottman and Montana Kashfian,  
who came by the school to attend an assembly in 
honor of Black History Month. The girls greatly enjoyed 
visiting and catching up with one of their favorite 
teachers from their time at PCS- athletics instructor 
Lindsay Jung. Zoe and Montana are graduating this 
spring from de Toledo High School, and plan to attend 
college in the fall. Zoe will be heading to University of 
Denver, and Montana to the University of LaVerne in 
Pomona. Montana reports that her brother Samuel, also 
from the PCS Class of ’16 will be attending Chapman 
University in the fall. We wish all them the best of luck 
as they continue their studies- wherever they end up! 

We asked Montana if she had a piece of advice for this 
year’s graduating class, and she said “Don’t take things 
too seriously- high school is a big transition coming 
from PCS, but don’t stress out, just take it day by day!”



Panther Pics 
We’ve seen so many great snapshots of what learning looks like right now- make 

sure to follow @ParkCenturySchool on Instagram and on Facebook to see more from 
our PCS Panther Community!
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