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JUNE 10 
8th Grade Graduation  

We were so proud to hold a 
graduation ceremony on 

campus for our 17 students 
who graduated from the 8th 

grade this year.                      
Con-GRAD-ulations!
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JULY 11 - AUGUST 5 

SCAMP                          
Our SCAMP Summer 

Program begins for students 
entering grades 2-7 who have 

already enrolled.    
Questions? Contact     
scamp@parkcentury 

school.org

7/11

SEPTEMBER 1 
Back-to-School Social                    
Meet your student’s new 

teacher, see some 
classmates and visit 

campus before the first 
day back to school in the 

fall!
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SEPTEMBER 2 

First Day of School                        
First day back to school for 

all students in 2nd -8th 
grades, with a warm 

welcome back to all of our 
PCS families from our new 

Head of School, Julie Porter
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As we wrap up a school year filled with fun, learning, and a few goodbyes, we look 
forward to an exciting fall full of new beginnings for our PCS Community! 
In this issue of the Panther Paw newsletter, we are celebrating a year packed with activities, community gatherings, 
and so much more- we’re wishing a heartfelt bon voyage to our outgoing leadership, and are looking forward to 
welcoming our new Head of School in July. Inside, you’ll find info on all that we’ve been up to, including the 
culmination of our Fuller Year, catching up with some of our wonderful Alumni, and plenty of the PCS Panther 
spirit that kept us going all year.

A Heart-felt Ending to the School Year
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Celebrating a Fuller Year: 
An Evening in honor of Judith Fuller
On Saturday, April 30th, our community held a “Fuller Year Celebration”- an evening of 
cocktails and commemoration honoring Head of School Judith Fuller, on the occasion 
of her retirement after 29 years at Park Century School.  

The event was generously hosted at the beautiful home of Alumni parents Adrienne 
Grant and Paul Jennings, who is also a longtime member of our Board of Trustees- we 
thank them for their many years of support as steadfast champions of our school. 
Helen Hartung, Megan Wyler, and Rebecca Udell shared kind words and fond 
anecdotes, and digital tribute pages were shown throughout the night from across the 
PCS community- students, alumni, Trustees, current and alumni parents, and so many 
friends that wanted to share messages of gratitude and best wishes for Judith. 

The crowning achievement of the evening was the establishment of the Judith Fuller 
Scholarship Fund, in honor of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Introduced at the event 
by Trustee Dr. Michael Bryant, the Scholarship Fund is a consecration of our 
community’s commitment to serving the underserved and expanding the opportunity 
for more students to have an uncommonly bright future at PCS. A lively paddle raise, 
hosted by none other than Dan Bucatinsky and Don Roos, raised more than $205,000 
towards the Scholarship Fund, securing scholarships for future PCS students.  

We want to say a very special thank you to the Fuller Year Committee, made up of 
current and alumni parents as well as Trustees, who contributed their time and energy 
toward the success of the night- your tireless efforts and enthusiasm for the “Fullest” 
celebration led to an incredible evening.  

Thank you to all who contributed to the evening- whether your made a gift toward the 
Scholarship Fund, sponsored a ticket, or attended the event- we are so grateful to each 
and every one of you for your generous support, and for being a part of such a special 
celebration in Judith’s honor!
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The Judith Fuller Scholarship Fund: 
In Honor of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

In recognition of her 29 years of 
service, Park Century 
established the Judith Fuller 
Scholarship Fund, in honor of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 
This scholarship will allow us to 
expand our school in a direction 
that reflects the vibrant 
economic, ethnic, and cultural 
diversity of of the world around 
us. Thank you so much to the 
following PCS Families, Trustees, 
Alumni, Alumni Parents, Faculty 
& Staff, and Friends of Park 
Century School for their 
generous contributions to our 
new scholarship fund- we are 
proud to announce that we have 
raised more than $205,000 
towards this worthy cause :  
Anonymous (3) 
Emily Alexander 
Jessica & Paul Allen 
Kate Angelo & Francois Mobasser 
Arlene Bell 
Kathleen & Gary Besinque 
CJ & Mike Bigelow 
Marcia & Geoffrey Blake 
Nancy Bley 
Michele & Max Brooks 
Michael Bryant 
Dan Bucatinsky & Don Roos 
Larry Chernoff 
Joanna & Brent Curtis 
Amy & Rich Davis 
Amy Deschner 
Lisa & Brett Doherty 
Stephanie Don Vito 

Nora & Eric Donaty 
Rachel & Joe Einstein 
Leah Ellenberg 
Bess & John Fiedler 
Chase Fiedler, ’06 
Tricia & Bill Flumenbaum 
Ashley & David Frandzel 
Karen H. Fried 
Judith & Paul Fuller 
Samantha & Jeremy Garelick 
Isla Garraway & David Shavelle 
Alejandro Gehry 
Ellie Germain 
Misty & Audrey Goldenberg 
Kim & Todd Goldstein 
Catina Gonzalez 
Leslie Goodman 
Lizabeth Greenwald 
Tamara & Andrew Gross 
Hector Guerra 
Kim Hamilton & Charles Matino 
Helen & Ray Hartung 
Kathy Chasen Hay & Jon Hay 
Lois Heymann 
Omega Johnson 
Lindsay Jung 
Evelyn & Nick Karamanos 
Sara & Jason Keller 
Paola Pini & David Krasne 
Grace & David Lee 
Dawn & Dan Levin 
Julie Leibman 
Amy & Piero Longhi 
Christy & Mike Lowe 
Tanya & Glen Luchford 
Robyn Maynard 
Julia & Brian Mitchell 
Melissa Mullin 

Lauren & Adam Nathanson 
Amanda & Brendan O'Brien 
Meg & Gregg Ostrow 
Jennifer Palmer 
Randi & Bill Parent 
Heather & Guy Primus 
Mary Ann Quirke 
Sandra & Gary Rabins 
Naomi & Ryan Raddon 
The Renaud Family 
Katie & Dylan Robertson 
Gina Robins 
Liz & Greg Seares 
Sally & Bennett Shaywitz 
Dana & Steve Shrager 
Rochelle & Ian Seigel 
Marin & Ross Sklar 
Kelly & Matt Sloan 
Jessica & Mark Sokol 
Gail Spindler 
Sarah Spiwak-Gelbart, ’96 
Kate Stirling 
Michele & Patrick Thibiant 
Phyllis Thomas 
Pam & Stephen Thomas 
Angela & Mark Thudium 
Trish & Dana Torrey 
Stephany & James Tosi 
Turning Point School 
Rebecca & Fred Udell 
Danielle & Alex Umansky 
Kimber Lee & Colin Webb 
Sally & David Weil 
Luthern Williams 
Courtney Wolff 
Megan Wyler & Peter Raeburn 
Carol Yellin 



 

Innovative Learning at PCS 
Over the course of the year, PCS students have had the opportunity to participate in a variety of innovative learning projects. 
Inspired by the students personal interests and passions, these projects utilize alternative technology, and are made up of 
individualized genius projects, digital art projects, and the implementation of a student “Tech Team.” 
Genius projects encourage creativity by giving students a choice in what they learn, and increase motivation and 
engagement in overall student learning. For example, this year one of our students designed and built a wooden chair- an 
exercise in exploring woodworking, and sharpening their engineering and math skills. Another 
student had more entrepreneurial pursuits- coming up with an idea for a video game and using 
the scratch coding program to create a visual preview of the game for potential customers.  
Lower school students focused their efforts on DEI and cultural elements through their digital art. 
Students learned about African Kente cloth and Polynesian Tapa cloth patterns, and created their 
own design inspired by what they had learned- increasing their digital literacy skills by using the 
widely accessible google platform on their Chromebooks.  
The student “Tech Team,” carried out in collaboration with Advance Networks, our IT team, met 
weekly this year- the talented students who were selected for this team demonstrated a specific 
interest in engineering, problem solving, and delicate task-work. They investigated problems with 
malfunctioning tech from the inside out by taking things apart and carefully repairing and 
assembling after they ID’d the issue.  
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Witches, Ghouls, and Panthers, Oh My! A PCS Halloween 
In October, our students and faculty got spooky with a Halloween celebration to be remembered! A 
school-wide door decorating contest had Classroom and Specialist doors dripping with creepy 
cobwebs and hung with friendly jack-o-lantern faces, and each class had the chance to trick-or-treat 
from door to door, ending with Judith & Jenn’s office- dressed like Peanut Butter & Jelly, the dynamic 
duo handed out the best prize our students could have hoped for- homework passes! Finishing out the 
fun day, our students were joined by parents and even some friends for a Halloween parade outside, 
showcasing their creativity and participating in a costume contest.

Celebrating our Diverse World 
Our community has always celebrated the neurodiversity of our student population, and 
we enthusiastically embrace the opportunity to shed light on the racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity of our global 
community as well! PCS students, in partnership with our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, studied Black History 
Month in February, Women’s History Month in March, Hispanic Heritage Month in September and October- we had school-
wide activities and presentations, celebrating different individuals, culture, and communities. Each classroom was paired 
with another, and students had the chance to teach each other about the topics and important people they had studied.

Happenings at Park Century:

Art on the Patio 
The day before winter break, we delighted in the opportunity to invite our parents back on 
campus for the first time this year- to join us for the inaugural “Art on the Patio.” A 
partnership between the art program and our DEI group, Art on the Patio featured artwork 
from our student artists, as well as focused projects produced by Kristy’s class and Adelina’s 
class that centered around global artistry and celebrations. We were also thrilled to have 
Billy’s Coffee Truck, donated for the event by the Luchford family, providing hot chocolate 
and gourmet coffee for our students and guests.



 

In the Field: Immersive Trips Resume for PCS Students 
In the last few years of pandemic-related concessions, perhaps one of the most heart wrenching 
traditions to put on hold was our overnight trips for our 5th through 8th graders- so it was with 
incredible joy that we were able to resume those important excursions for our students this year!  
Our 5th and 6th graders went to WOLF Camp in Malibu, where they learned about the Native 
American history of the area, enjoyed hiking, and strengthened their social-emotional skills 
through team building activities. The 7th graders journeyed to Idyllwild for Astrocamp- in 
addition to activities where they learned about science, space, and the galaxy around them, they 
also had the chance to engage in confidence-boosting and class-bonding activities like zipline 
and a ropes course. Our 8th graders braved the voyage across rough seas to CIMI Camp at 
Catalina, where they explored the island and the surrounding ocean through snorkeling and 
swimming, kayaking, and hiking- learning about oceanography and marine biology and having 
fun too! 
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Family and Special Friends Day 
We were delighted to once again celebrate this special day on March 25th- formerly “Grandparents & Special Friends 
Day” we re-named our celebration to include the many beloved family members who join us every year. After a warm 
welcome from our Head of School, an all-school art show video, and a special tour video of the school hosted by two of 
our 8th grade students, each classroom played host to their special guests who “Zoomed” virtually into the building from 

around the world. Students shared projects they had been working on, played interactive games and 
gave their guests a chance to experience some classroom time at PCS. 

Jog-a-Thon Fundraiser for Ukrainian Children 
In April, our PCS community rallied together in support of Ukraine and the children and students who 
were impacted, and decided to host a Jog-A-Thon fundraiser. Students jogged, walked, skipped, and 
sometimes cartwheeled laps around Syd Kronenthal Park in Culver City, sponsored by their friends and 
family, as they raised more than $9,000 towards the Anhelyk Foundation (“anhelyk” is the Ukrainian 
word for angel), which supports the children of families impacted by the war, and provides college 
scholarships to orphaned students. We are so proud of our students- their big hearts and 

philanthropic efforts to support other children will have positive ripples across our globe.

Earth Day- “Go Green Day!” 
In celebration of Earth Day, our Student Council created a “Go Green Day” initiative throughout our 
student community! Students and Faculty embraced the opportunity to demonstrate their recycling 
skills through fashion- dressing up in plastic bottle necklaces, recycled tablecloth capes, and other 
creative ways to repurpose everyday trash into treasure. This initiative emphasized the importance of 
being eco-friendly, while finding ways to positively impact the environment. 
Kristy’s class also embraced their “green” this Spring by carefully planning, 
planting, and cultivating a PCS Garden, filled with veggies and flowers!

    Day of STEAM 
On May 6th, PCS partnered with ReDiscover, the team behind our makerspace spring rotation, for a 
Day of STEAM- activities focused on science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics. Aided by 
the 8th graders, who stepped in as student-helpers for the day, each classroom rotated throughout the 
school to participate in activities that included interactive engineering, action painting, hands-on 
tinkering, challenges, and a variety of experiments designed to inspire and encourage a deep love for 
STEAM-based learning. The gym was filled with carefully designed paper airplanes for the “Airplane 
Launcher Challenge”, and in the science lab, students learned how moving air can affect objects 
through a powerful wind tube. Action Painting was outside and for good reason- students stepped foot 
into the world of Jackson Pollock, using brushes, straws, and other tools to splash paint with intention 
across large scale canvases- we look forward to displaying these incredible works of art for all to see!



 
A Fond Farewell: Judith & Jenn

At the end of the school year, our community said goodbye to Judith Fuller and Jennifer Palmer. Judith, Head of School, is retiring 
after an illustrious career in education and 29 years of service to Park Century School, and Jennifer, Chief Operating Officer, is 
going on to her next great adventure after graduating with her Masters in Education in the Spring. We wish them all the best!
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A Note from Jenn Palmer: 

Dear PCS Community, 
It is with deep appreciation and gratitude that after ten years at 
PCS – building relationships with faculty, administrators, parents 
and, of course, my favorite - students, I say farewell to PCS, my 
second home.  The fond memories and deep connections I have 
made with all of you have meant so much to me. 
Each year I am inspired by these uncommonly bright students 
who grow academically, socially and emotionally and with whom I 
share a close bond.  These students, at times, felt like my own 
children and I thank you for sharing them with me. Their laughter, 
smiles and successes will stay with me forever. 
I am deeply grateful to Judith, who has been a mentor to me and 
the catalyst in my desire to grow as an educator.  I also want to 
thank all the members of our administration, faculty and staff for 
their friendship, support and commitment over the years – 
particularly these last two challenging ones.  
I will miss seeing all of you next year but I have no doubt that all of 
our students, whether graduating or returning, will continue to be 
the best they can be in whatever they choose. I cannot wait to see 
what the future holds for all of them. This is not goodbye, this is 
until I see you again.  
          With love, 
             Jenn

A Fuller Year Celebration 
and a Palmer Sendoff 

    Our Fuller Year Celebration event 
in April was marked by an evening 
spent with our community, sharing 
memories and reflecting on Judith’s 
tenure at PCS, as well as raising 
funds towards our new Scholarship 
Fund.  
   In the beginning of June, it was 
Jenn’s turn in the spotlight! Headed 
by a dynamic team of PCS Parents, 
PA Leaders, and Trustees- Dan 
Bucatinsky, Heather Primus, 
Amanda O’Brien, and Megan 
Wyler- parents and faculty members 
joined together at Bar Boheme, on 
the rooftop of Citizens Public 
Market in Culver City. The venue as 
well as delicious food selections 
from the Market were generously 
donated by the Appel family. Kind 
words, meaningful memories, and 
the best of wishes for the future 
were shared by all in Jenn’s honor.

The “J & J” Student Sendoff Assembly  

    It wouldn’t be a proper Park Century sendoff without including our students in the grand finale! 
On June 3rd, our student body assembled in the school gymnasium along with current parents, 
faculty and staff for a gathering to express the wonderful impact that Judith and Jenn have had on 
many students over the years. 
    Led by Student Body President Skyla Cohen, the assembly kicked off with an appreciation video, 
in which each student had a chance to thank Judith and Jenn, wish them well, and share some fond 
memories. We learned that many students remember their first time meeting Judith during an early 
admissions tour of the school, they loved the warm greetings in the morning as they got out of their 
cars for school and their enthusiasm when cheering the students on. A strong contingent of students 
will greatly miss the chance to get a good snack when visiting Jenn’s office! 
    Following the video, Judith and Jenn spoke to the students, and received a personalized piece of 
artwork that had been made just for them by all of our PCS students, featuring each child’s hands 
making a heart shape. Dean of Students Rebecca Udell spoke about the many ways “J & J” had 
impacted PCS. Rebecca also revealed that a plaque had been placed in the garden atrium, 
dedicating it as “The Judith Fuller Garden” so that she’ll always have a place in our halls.  
    The assembly culminated with a performance of our student choir, led by PCS parent and PA Co-
President Megan Wyler and her husband Peter Raeburn. The students sung “Lean on Me,” “Never 
Forget,” and “Something Wild” and were met with a standing ovation from all. Treats were had in 
the atrium following the assembly- a sweet ending!

A Note from Judith Fuller: 

Dear PCS Community, 
    It has been the privilege of a lifetime to serve the PCS community 
and its uncommonly bright students for the past 29 years. This 
school has meant so much to me, both professionally and 
personally, and it has been an honor to watch so many students 
blossom into confident self-advocates and lifelong learners.  
    Thank you for entrusting your students to me throughout my 
tenure as Head of School, and I want to particularly thank you for 
your flexibility in the challenges we have faced over the past few 
years throughout the pandemic. Your continued and unflagging 
support and commitment to our school, our students, and our 
mission has meant everything to me. 
    There is no greater honor than being a teacher and educator. As 
my time at Park Century comes to a close, I will deeply miss the 
hallways filled with laughter and the warm smiles from students each 
morning. I look forward to hearing about all the incredible 
accomplishments and great adventures that all of our students and 
alumni will embark upon in the years to come.  
    I am so grateful to everyone who has been a part of my PCS 
journey: it has been a privilege to work with parents, Trustees, 
faculty and friends alike- thank you for sharing your time, your 
talents, and your wonderful children with me! 
       Warmly, 
         Judith 



 

Hello Park Century!  
I am truly excited to be stepping into the role of Head of School in July. Park Century School has been at the forefront of 
LD education for more than 50 years, creating a space for uncommonly bright students with learning differences to 
grow into resilient self-advocates and lifelong learners.  

As I take on the leadership of this school that means so much to so many, I am steered by the symbolic representation of 
the tree that graces our emblem- with roots that are deeply anchored in Park Century’s history and mission-centric 
values, and branches that reach ever-upward towards new innovation and expansion of who we are and what we 
support.  

Over the past few months, I have visited campus many times as part of my 
“look, listen and learn tour.” I’ve had the chance to meet with faculty, staff, 
and administration, felt fully embraced by this open and welcoming 
community, and I’ve been able to really see this school running at full-steam 
during the year. Through conversations with my soon to be colleagues, 
observing classes, and even hearing the many laughs, excited shouts, and 
joyful chatting in the halls from students- I am confident that I have gained a 
solid foundational understanding of not just day-to-day life at PCS, but into 
what makes this place really tick- and I can’t wait to get started. 

You will be hearing much more from me over the coming weeks this 
summer- I am looking forward to sharing our plans for an exciting year to 
come, and to getting to know you all better this fall!  

In the meantime, I hope you all enjoy a warm, restorative, and most of all- 
FUN summer break! 

- Dr. Julie Porter
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Fast Facts with Julie: A Q&A 
We had the chance to sit down with the incoming Head and chat about a few of the things 

she’s excited about at PCS, what she’s been up to this summer , and what our students can look forward to once Julie is finally on campus! 

Panther Paw: Hey Julie! We know you don’t officially take over until July- have you had any fun summer travels before you hit the ground 
running here at PCS? 

Julie Porter:  I just got back from Paris, I went with my son who just graduated from college! We visited Monet’s garden and it was my 
favorite thing we saw… the arts are very important to me, and I’m looking forward to bringing a piece of that puzzle back to Park Century. 

PP: I know in the Fall you were finishing up your EdD- congratulations! Will you tell us a little more about your degree? 
JP: Sure! I received my EdD back in October, in Education Organization and Leadership. My dissertation was on brain-based instructional 

strategies used in neurodiverse and neurotypical middle school- so in neuroeducation. It was a lot of work, but good work! 
PP: So that makes you “Dr. Julie,” right? 
JP: It does;  I’m looking forward to when the kids are back on campus and I get to hear “good morning, Dr. Julie!”- all the good mornings 

and good afternoons!  
PP: Let’s talk students! If you’re tapped to be a Mystery Reader for Courtney’s class, our youngest students, what would be your go-to book 

of choice? 
JP: Any Arthur book is my go-to; or Bear in the Big Blue House- and I can even sing the whole corresponding album too, if the kids really 

want! 
PP: Coming from a Middle School, if you had to pick one piece of advice for our middle schoolers at PCS, what would you tell them? 
JP: I would tell them that you don’t have to be all things to all people; it’s okay to be exactly who you are, and you are enough- I always say 

that: ‘you are enough.’ 
PP: Once the school year starts, is there a particular PCS sports team you’re looking forward to cheering for?  
JP: Oh yeah- definitely Boys volleyball! I played volleyball in college, and I love it. 
PP: Speaking of sports, any other sports or exercise you love? 
JP: I love yoga, and I do it through the Peloton app. I would actually love to get some yoga going here at PCS too, as an afterschool club- 

we have to make our minds and bodies healthy!  

Meet Julie Porter:  
Welcoming Park Century’s New Head of School
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COMMUNITY NOTES 
Our Park Century community members make us proud every day- here’s what some of them have been 

up to lately!  
Interested in being featured in the next edition of Community Notes or know someone who should be? Send an email to 

alumninews@parkcenturyschool.org and tell us about your accomplishments, successes, or anything else you want to share!

 Henry Brooks,  
Class of ’20 

We loved getting to see Henry 
Brooks, who came to visit Park 

Century at the end of May! Henry 
reported that his first year at New Roads 

was going great, and that he and the rest 
of his family  had a good year, despite the pandemic! Remote 
learning wasn’t too bad for him, and he said he absolutely 
loved getting to sleep in from home, but after his last year at 
PCS ended with a drive-through graduation, he is so happy to 
be at his new school and back to in-person learning.  Henry has 
a big summer planned ahead, going to Costa Rica for three 
weeks  to volunteer, specifically working with animals. In 
addition to his travel plans, Henry shared that he is as busy as 
ever- he’s working diligently on writing a musical about actor 
Charles Bronson, titled  
“Charles Bronson: More than a Vigilante! The Musical”- Henry is 
even writing the music as well, and hopes that when it’s done, 
he’ll be able to show it at school. Henry, let us know when the 
curtains are up so we can all come cheer you on! 

CLASS OF 2022-  
MATRICULATION 

Our Class of 2022 8th graders have 
graduated from PCS and are moving on to 
many fantastic high schools. Here are some 
of the schools where this class of alums can 

be found next: 

de Toledo High School 
The Dunn School (Boarding Program) 

Pacifica Christian High School 
Palisades High School  

Renaissance  
TREE Academy 

Westmark School

Grace Van 
Doornewaard,  
Class of ’21 

We were so happy to get a 
visit in the Fall from Grace, 
who just completed her 
Sophomore year at Notre 
Dame Academy. Grace shared that she loved being back 
in person and was loving high school and all the 
independence that came with it! “When I left PCS, the 
pressure was on the be independent”- and she has risen 
to the challenge!  
She is loving drama class and her art electives, and 
prepared for a Fine Arts Day to celebrate all the arts. With 
true stories as the theme, Grace chose to read an excerpt 
from The Children’s Hour. She’ll be taking Chemistry over 
the summer, and is proud of all the good grades she’s 
been getting- way to go Grace! 
Her advice to rising 8th graders? “Don’t settle for the easy 
road in school- you’ll figure out that you can handle a lot 
more on your own than you think you can!”

Congratulations, 8th Grade Grads!



Panther Pics 
What a year it has been! Take a look at some of our favorite snapshots from this 

year, and make sure to follow @ParkCenturySchool on Instagram and on Facebook to 
see more from our PCS Panther Community!
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