Park Century School is an independent, non-profit
elementary and middle day school for children with
Learning Disabilities. The School was founded in 1968
to serve children with Learning Disabilities and their
families in the greater Los Angeles area.

As part of its mission to serve the LD community, Park
Century has established a Community Outreach
Program. Through Community Outreach, the School
shares its expertise on Learning Disabilities with profes-
sional educators in mainstream schools, provides
in-service training for classroom teachers who are not
LD specialists, offers workshops to social service agen-
cies delivering services to youth, pursues relationships
with local university graduate programs in Education,
and sponsors a speakers program. The Community
Outreach Program also offers services - advice, informa-
tion, referrals - to the general public and to its own
alumni families.

From its new campus in Culver City, Park Century
operates a Community Outreach Center. The Center,
open to the public, serves as the delivery point for its
outreach activities.

Community Outreach Programs
and Services

Guidance and Referrals

As part of its community outreach, Park Century
provides information, advice, and referrals to the
general public, current and alumni families, on a variety
of issues related to Learning Disabilities. Testing, medi-
cation, accommodations, self-advocacy, legal rights,
colleges with LD programs are just a few of the topics
on which Park Century can either provide information
or referrals to qualified professionals.

Educator Open Houses and In-Services

In the fall and spring, teachers and administrators from
elementary and secondary schools in Los Angeles are
invited to attend Open Houses at Park Century School.
The Open House includes a school tour, visits to
classrooms, and a presentation on Learning Disabilities.
Participants are given information that can help them
recognize the signs of a Learning Disability, as well as
techniques for remediating and accommodating Learn-
ing Disabilities. Additionally, upon request, Park
Century staff will conduct in-service training for teach-

ers at their home schools.
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Workshops for Non-Profits
Serving Children

There are numerous social service agencies in Los
Angeles providing assistance to at-risk, underserved
youth. Many of the children receiving these services
have a Learning Disability. Through Park Century’s
Workshops, case managers of these children obtain
information on how to identify children with Learning
Disabilities as well as practical suggestions and strate-
gies for helping the Learning Disabled child.

Partnerships with University
Education Programs

Park Century is forming relationships with graduate
programs in Education at local universities. Through
these relationships, graduate students and faculty of
Education Departments are given opportunities to
study and work with Park Century’s clinical and
academic program. These opportunities include:

» Teaching Internships for graduate students

» Observation of teaching techniques in the
classroom

+ Enabling research based on Park Century
case studies

» Attendance and participation in Park
Century’s Speakers Program

Speakers Program

Periodically, throughout the school year, Park Century
presents expert speakers on topics of interest to the
LD community. Park Century families, alumni, educa-
tors and clinical professionals from the community
are invited to attend. The talks are followed by a
discussion/question and answer period. Past topics
have included Medical Imaging of the Dyslexic Brain,
Accommodations for LD Students on Standardized
Tests, Perspectives on LD and ADHD.

Website Helpline

The School’s website contains an LD Resources link
that provides an extensive list of links and resources
offering information on all aspects of Learning
Disabilities. (www.parkcenturyschool.org)



